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Bottom Line 
Giving up everything, so God can work through me. 

Verse 
“For whoever wants to find their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and 
for the gospel will save it.” ––Mark 8:35  

Objectives 

1. Sacrificial giving    
Students are challenged to sacrificially give of what God is asking of them 
from October 15–November 5 for our Speed The Light offering.  

Progressive Offering 
Have the students give progressively more each week: 

!
October 15 | penny offering  

 October 22 | dime offering   

 October 29 | $1 offering  

November 5 |$10 offering 

* November 8 | $100 (or any $) 

!
2. Sacrificial living    

Each week a sacrificial living challenge will be presented to the students. This 
series is not about raising funds, it’s about creating students who will Live 
Dead.  

 Week 1 |Memorize Philippians 4:8 and use it to combat selfish living  

 Week 2 | Sit with someone who sits alone 

 Week 3 | Ask God for opportunities to be Jesus to your world. 

 Week 4 | Find 20 minutes each day to spend with Jesus this week 



For the Youth Pastor/Leader 

!
1. Message Series    

Four weeks of message notes to help you prepare you for the Live 
Dead Series. At the end of each message there will be a challenge for 
students.  

 * Choose the three weeks that best fit your youth group leading up to      
conference.  

Week 1|Live Dead Thinking  

Week 2|Live Dead Believing 

Week 3|Live Dead Action  

Week 4|Live Dead Lifestyle  

2. Graphics   
To be used for promotion  

3. Intro Videos   
Lead into the message each week  

  1. Conference Promo Video                 

  2. The Human Right Video                 

  3. Live-Dead Africa Video                 

  4 Matt speaking to students                  

!
!



!
Week 1 | Live Dead: Thinking 

Main Point  
“Your Life will always move in the direction of your strongest thoughts.”  
––Craig Groeschel  

ME: Share a personal Story where your thoughts dictated your actions. Could be a 
funny story or serious one that got you in trouble.  

-There was this time when I was in 9th grade and I thought I died and gone to heaven 
when I saw this cute girl. I had this “thought” that came into my mind that this would 
be the girl that I would one day marry. I thought this “thought” was possibly from God 
since I have always heard of people share their love stories and how “GOD” told them 
that this was going to be their future spouse. I had “Thought” that I had finally found 
my wife in the 9th grade. This girl was in 7th grade at the time and I was friends with her 
older sister. This is where it gets awkward. So because of my thoughts about this girl 
and her being my future wife I decided I would act on my thoughts, because how 
many of you know, that what you think is what you will do, and how you think is how 
you will live. So I went up to this girl not really knowing her very well at all, I was just 
caught up in her beauty and blinded by it and so I went and told her, how I “thought” 
that she was one day going to be my wife. She turned bright red and just walked 
away. I had no idea where she went, but I later found out she told her older sister, and 
her older sister came over to me and Chewed me out in front of everyone, telling me 
how stupid I was for saying such a thing.  

Lets just say my thinking was all jacked up and because my thinking was all jacked up 
it led me to a jacked up ending! 

Transition: *You are all laughing at my stupidity, but the reality is that our life will always 
move in the direction of our strongest thoughts. What we think has a great influence 
on what we will do!  

WE: We are shaped by our actions, but often before our actions is a thought. 

We are always thinking and we always have thoughts! In fact It is said that we have 
50-70,000 thoughts per day. That breaks down to 35-48 thoughts per minute. 

We not only think about a lot of things, but our thoughts are shaped by different 
things. 

Our thoughts are shaped by: 

-Culture: What social media says. (Go into each one of these and expound on it a little 
more) 

-Friends: What our friends are saying to us.



-Family:  The house we grow up in has a huge part in our “thinking” 

-Religion: What or who is the right God to believe in? Is there a God? 

We are told through all of these things on what to think and in turn on how to live our 
life and what Life is really all about! Whether consciously or subconsciously we are 
being shaped by our environment and different surroundings.  

Transition: However there was one person who challenged the World in it’s “Thinking”. 
There is no other person who has had a greater influence on someone’s thinking and 
how he challenged everyone he came in contact with. He understood that what we 
think will often determine how we live our life. This person’s name was Jesus Christ. Let’s 
look at what he had to say about Truly Living! What Jesus was about to say was going 
to ROCK THE WORLD and challenge the “Thinking” of every human being to ever live.  

GOD: Luke 9:23:25 

23 Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from 
your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow me. 24 If you try to hang on to your 
life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 25 And what 
do you benefit if you gain the whole world but are yourself lost or destroyed?- NLT 

These few verses that you just heard are the complete opposite of what you and I are 
hearing every day! In this Passage Jesus is calling you and I to LIVE DEAD. TO LIVE DEAD 
IS TO FIND TRUE LIFE.  

1. Live Dead THINKING is a result of DAILY DYING. Vs. 23  
-Jesus is saying, Look- The thoughts we wake up with everyday about ourselves 
and our selfishness, we must Turn from these thoughts and we must pick up our 
Cross DAILY. 

-In the time of Jesus- To pick up a cross was a shameful thing to do. It resulted in 
Shame of the deeds that you have done or committed. It was the way of 
punishing people back in the day. It was one of the most embarrassing and 
humiliating experiences for “criminals” Or people thought to have committed a 
crime. They were exposed publicly carrying their cross to their DEATH. 

-Jesus is saying, that if you want to be my follower it is going to REQUIRE YOUR 
DEATH. YOUR DEATH to SELF. 

-YOUR DEATH TO your THINKING.  



2. TO gain the whole World is really gaining nothing at all- Vs. 25 
-How countercultural is that statement to us? We are constantly being told to do 
whatever you have to do to get ahead of the next person. To gain it all! Image-
Clothing-makeup- Money- The car you drive to school.- The followers on 
Instagram.

-This statement from Jesus Shocked the World. Essentially We are forever lost and 
not satisfied with life until we give up our life to Jesus. 

When Jesus spoke he challenged peoples “thinking” so in turn they might GIVE IT ALL 
TO LIVE DEAD.  

Transition to Romans 12- So we see what Jesus had to say and how that challenges 
you and I, but how do we have a LIVE Dead THINKING?  How do we have a LIVE DEAD 
MENTALITY? Let’s see what Paul has to say. 

Romans 12:1-2- And so, dear brothers and sisters,[a] I plead with you to give your bodies 
to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the 
kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.[b] 2 Don’t copy the 
behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is 
good and pleasing and perfect. 

What Paul is doing is emphasizing what Jesus already said!!!!!!! Jesus said GIVE UP YOUR 
LIFE—PAUL IS SAYING OFFER yourself to God-- Offering yourself to God is the very start 
of what it means to LIVE DEAD. 

****When you offer yourself to God DAILY, and no longer Copy the “Thinking” of this 
world and surrounding environments, God’s transforming power renews the way you 
think.  

YOU: Your life and my life will always move in the direction of our strongest thoughts.  

-God’s will is exposed when you Think Dead. When you allow him to change the way 
you think.  

-Some of you walked in her tonight with all sorts of thoughts. 

-Suicide, Depression, Anger, Is Jesus even real? Who cares about giving up my life? 
What’s in it for me?  

(This is the Time where you walk Right Into their LIFE- Walk into their current living 
situations) 

-Your LIFE HAS BEEN DOMINATED by your CURRENT thoughts.  

-Your life is headed towards destruction because of the destructive thoughts. 

-some of you have never given your thinking over to Jesus.  

-some of you have never DAILY Offered your life to Jesus. 

http://www.biblegatew
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-Some of you have never even given your life to Jesus. You have known nothing 
different.  

-Some of you have been thinking such evil and impure thoughts that its literally eating 
away at you.  

-Well I got great news!!! tonight is your night. Tonight is the night that you decide to live 
for Jesus. 

-True life starts when you give up your life. It starts with a thought.  

WE: What would it look like if all of us started “Thinking” on what it means to Live DEAD? 

What Would it look like if we actually applied the Words that Jesus Spoke in Luke 
9:23-25 

-Our life will always move in the direction of our strongest thoughts.  

-When we offer ourselves Daily to Jesus, we will start to think differently. In turn we LIVE 
differently. WE LIVE DEAD. 

-You might be sitting there and saying, “Ok, I hear you, but what can I do now to start 
having LIVE DEAD THINKING in my life? 

Practical Steps: 

1. Take every thought captive- God’s word says 2 Corinthians 10:5 We destroy 
arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and 
take every thought captive to obey Christ, Maybe your first step can be to start 
taking Every negative and evil thought Captive to the obedience of Christ. 
When you have a negative thought-Quote Scripture. 

2. Fix your thoughts on whats POSITIVE- Philippians 4: 8 And now, dear brothers and 
sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and 
right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent 
and worthy of praise. !

We can start TONIGHT. When we wake up in the morning, we start with His thoughts of 
Daily Dying! 

SALVATION call for first time Students. 

Speed the Light Challenge: To live dead is to sacrifice financially.  In 4 weeks we are 
going to take up the largest offering Iowa Students have ever given.  Why?  Because I 
believe there is a group of students that think more about others than they think about 
themselves.  They understand what it means to think Live Dead by sacrificially giving.  
They take those thoughts about what it would mean to 
get a new Xbox One and turn it around to think about God’s heart for people 



who haven’t heard about Jesus.  It is a group of students who think about the positive 
that God can do something amazing through them when they sacrificially give. 

Sacrificial Giving Commitments:  Some of you have made commitments before for 
what you are going to give to Speed The Light.  Tonight we would like you to make the 
same pledge again.  Some of you have been hit hard by tonight’s message and you 
want to commit to Live Dead thinking by giving of yourself sacrificially for the next 4 
weeks.  We are going to ask that you make a commitment for what God is asking you 
to do.  It is going to stretch you.  It will require sacrifice, but God will use it for his glory of 
having people in Africa hear about Jesus.  

TAKE COMMITMENTS 

Small Group Questions 

1. When you wake up in the morning what are some of your first thoughts that you 
have? 

2. How do you take captive every thought that comes to mind and turn it back to 
Jesus? 

3. What does it look like to offer up your life to Jesus Daily? 
4. Your life will always move in the direction of your strongest thoughts- What are 

things that you find yourself thinking about often? Do those thoughts glorify 
Jesus? Or do they self-destruct? 

  



Week 2 |Live Dead: Believe 

The Work Out  

Intro Activity: Find a partner and do 10 partner pushups, then switch (guys with guys, 
girls with girls) 

For a partner pushup, one person lays on their back with both arms straight up in the 
air. Their partner locks fingers with them and does a push up from a standing position 
above them.  

ME: FIND A FUNNY STORY ABOUT COMMITMENT FOR YOU OR OTHERS 

Example:  

When I was in high school, I was a swimmer. Now, if you have met a swimmer you 
realize that they are a touch weird. One night a bunch of teammates on the swim 
team were hanging out. We were bored and did not know what to do. We decided 
that the best course of action was getting our speedos on and running around town in 
them. After scurrying past store fronts and sprinting through parking lots, we got the 
idea that one of us should go into McDonalds in our Speedo. It was a great idea, but 
there was a problem. McDonalds required shoes and a shirt. So one of my friends found 
a shirt, tucked it into his Speedo and went in on his way. He ordered his food and then 
suddenly realized he had a problem. He had received a considerable amount of 
change and it was difficult to hold on to. So what he did was tuck the money in his suit 
grab his food and leave. As he left there was change falling out of his suit…..Yup 
swimmers are weird. 

Swimmers are also committed. I would be willing to go toe to toe with anyone in 
comparing what is the most difficult, challenging sport to compete in and I would 
always put swimming near the top. When we were in high school we had two 
practices a day for the entire season, three days a week. Practice would start at 5:45 
a.m. We would weight lift two days a week. Every week there was 20 hours of practice 
time. By college we were swimming a 6 month long season. A Navy Seal workout would 
have been easy compared to the 10,000 meter days that we would do over our 
training trip. I did some crazy things to be a swimmer.  

Why did I do it? 

Because I BELIEVED that with hard work and training, I could be great.  So I made a 
choice to be committed to whatever it would take to be great. 



What you say you believe is revealed by what you are committed to. 

 -commitment is more than showing up  

 -commitment is more than participation  

!
 GOD: Journey of Paul Acts 13-14 

 If there was anyone who ever showed his level of commitment towards the cause of 
Christ, it was the Apostle Paul.  

Paul was a guy that was naturally geared to a high level of commitment. He came 
from a great heritage of a Jewish home. He studied at the best schools. He was dead 
set on making Judaism the trophy the World would look at and see the Glory of God. 
So he committed his life towards this goal. But he was mistaken. Pretty soon, he saw 
that there were these Christians that were popping up and were turning people away 
from the Jewish faith. So he killed them. He threw them in jail. He hunted them down. 
He was relentless that he would travel 100s of miles just to find a few, who believed they 
were followers of Christ to imprison them.  

Then something amazing happened in Paul’s life. While he was on the road to one of 
these towns to hunt down, beat and imprison Christians, Jesus shows up to him and 
changed his life.  

Now, instead of being committed to the Jewish faith he is absolutely, 100% committed 
to Christ. Within a few years of learning and growing under the disciples teaching, he is 
sent out and becomes a missionary himself.  

Acts 13 and 14 

Just listen to how committed this guy was to the cause of Christ: 

Cyprus – 130 miles – Converts a sorcerer 

Antioch -100 miles (walking) –  

 -huge success, preached the gospel to the whole city 

 -angry mob tries to kill them 

Iconium – 60 miles (walking)  

 -do signs and miracles, but the people want to kill them 

Lystra – 20 miles (walking) 



 -healed a man, people think they are Greek gods 

 -the next moment they drag Paul out of the city and stone him until they think 
 he is dead. 

-Paul comes out of his daze and instead of running away and giving up on the 
mission, goes back into the city and preaches the gospel! 

PAUL IS A CRAZY MAN! 

What is his motivation for going through all of this hardship, for walking all those miles, 
for enduring such suffering? What did he believe that he did such crazy things? 

MOTIVATION/BELIEF: CHRIST LOVES ME, SAVED ME, AND RESCUED ME FROM HELL AND 
MYSELF, AND NOW I AM GOING TO GIVE MY LIFE SO OTHERS CAN HAVE THE SAME. 

1 Corinthians 5:14-15 

“For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all and 
therefore all die. And he died for all that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” 

What was Paul’s Motivation? Christ’s Love for him.  

1. TO LIVE DEAD IS TO BELIEVE IN GOD’S LOVE FOR YOU.   

Paul did what he did because he first understood how much God loved him.  

Christ’s Love Compels US - This is the chief motivation of Living Dead is God’s Love.  

Example: Share personal story when God’s love touched you 

Paul’s Final Steps  

Paul is nearing the end of his last missionary journey. He is getting ready to retire. He has 
done three fantastic journeys, started amazing churches, and has basically changed 
the world. He is going to make his way back to Jerusalem and find a little golf 
community and live quietly the rest of his days on earth.  

No! Not Paul.  

He is ending his last missionary journey and is realizing that this last trip is going to cost 
him his life. In fact his friends keep telling him to slow down and play it safe. They pray 
and understand that God is showing them that he is going to be imprisoned and suffer 
yet again (Acts 21:11).  

And yet, Paul says this… 



Acts 20:22-24 

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 
happen to me there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison 
and hardships are facing me. However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I 
may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task of 
testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.” 

!
1. TO LIVE DEAD IS TO BELIEVE THAT GOD WILL USE ME TO SHOW THE WORLD JESUS.   

!
Look at what Paul went through. He was tortured, imprisoned, fought wild animals, was 
stoned until they thought he was dead, was ridiculed, was thrown out of city after city. 
Why? 

Because he experienced the Love of Christ is such a powerful way that it motivated to 
love others enough with the truth of the gospel.  

Missionary Examples: 

Hudson Taylor - who was a great missionary to China would only eat a bowl of mush in 
the morning and bread in the evening. He survived on so little so if there was money 
available he would help others.  

Charles Finney - preacher in the 1800’s, got married and didn’t see his wife for 3 
months after his wedding night because there were people who were desperately 
wanting to hear about Jesus. 

The reason why they Lived Dead was because they experienced the Love of Christ 
and lived their lives so every soul on earth could as well.  

Maybe you are here tonight and you would realize that your motivation for being a 
Christian is not because of God’s love. It’s to be a good person. It’s because that is how 
your parents told you how to live. 

Ephesians 3:18 says that we cannot fathom the height, width, depth of God’s love. It is 
too great for our understanding.  

If we start living our Christian lives out of obligation or duty, we miss the whole purpose 
to what God is calling us towards. 

Living Dead is not a challenge to be completed, to buck up and grit it out. To Live 
Dead is a response to what Christ has done for us.  



If that love in your heart is gone, it is exhausting to live a Christian life. Everything we do 
is out of love of the person of Jesus. 

Salvation Call: Maybe you are here tonight and you do not have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. There is nothing like experiencing the Love of Christ. 
Tonight you can experience God’s love for you. By asking God to forgive your sins. To 
ask him to take away all the wrong that you have done so you can experience God 
fully. All you have to do is respond to God tonight by saying, “that’s me, I want to 
experience you and your love. Would you forgive me?” 

Maybe you are here and you have been a Christian for a long time and you feel dry 
spiritually. Tonight I would like to pray with you that Christ would reveal his love in your 
life fresh again today. Ask him for that. Think about what he has done for you on the 
cross. Ask him to forgive you again for the areas of your life that you are falling short. 
Let his grace rest on you fresh today.  

2 Sacrificial Challenges: 

1. Sacrificial Giving Challenge: in light of God’s love for you, Iowa what is God calling 
you to sacrificially give to at the Live Dead Speed The Light offering.  Redo 
commitment cards from first week for students who missed.  Continue to talk about the 
largest offering Iowa Students will every give in 3 weeks.  To Live Dead is to believe that 
God will use me to show the world Jesus.  God will use your sacrificial giving so people 
can hear about Jesus in Africa. 

Sacrificial Living Challenge:  Not only can God use your money to show the world 
Jesus, he can use you.  This week’s sacrificial living challenge is to sit with someone at 
lunch who typically sits alone.  You can show that person Jesus.  You might lose 
popularity over it.  You might get made fun of.  But the Love of God that you have 
experienced in your life is available for them and they are probably desperate for it.   

Small Group Questions 

1. What is something that you find yourself most committed to? Why do you think   
you are committed to it? 

2. Do you think God is loving? How has he demonstrated his love or if not how has   
he not demonstrated his love?  

3. What does God’s love mean to you? How does this motivate you?   

4. How do you think God can use you to show the world Jesus? (Leaders use this as   
an opportunity to share the Sacrificial Living Challenge: sit with a student who sits 
alone) 



!
Week 3| Live Dead: Action 

MAIN POINT: ACTION is the difference between LIVING/DEAD and being DEAD. 

ME: Share a personal story where you had great INTENTIONS, but no ACTION to follow 
through on it. 

-There are thousands upon thousands of people every January who sign up for health 
club memberships. They come to get healthy and sometimes they even get a t-shirt 
with their club logo on it. Some come for weeks, others for days, and some literally just 
come to sign up and never darken the door of the club again. These people have 
awesome intentions, they have the membership, and even a t-shirt, but their lack of 
ACTION keeps them in their unhealthy state. Have you ever seen a person like that? 
Have you ever been that person? Good intentions around getting healthier mean 
nothing. ACTION is the difference. 

-Seat belts. These little apparatuses can and have saved countless lives. They come 
standard in every car, van, SUV, truck, and crossover on the market. It is a law to wear 
them. However, thousands of people neglect to wear their seat belts every single day. 
If they get into a car accident, their chances of injury and death increase significantly. 
Good intentions around a seat belt mean nothing. ACTION (putting it on) is the 
difference. 

TENSION 

Build the tension between intentions and action. Good intentions are nice, but they are 
worthless if they are not followed by ACTION. 

WE: But isn’t it true that we’ve all had good intentions about things in our lives? We’ve 
all wanted to do a little better in some area, try a little harder, be a little more focused, 
be a little more disciplined, or even make some major changes in our lives.  

And we can become easily frustrated when we don’t see the change we want to see. 
The difference is ACTION. If our intentions never go to the next level (action), we will 
never see the desired outcome. However, if we put ACTION to our intentions we will see 
CHANGE! 

We all have good intentions about things, but the only time we see change happen is 
when our good intentions are matched with ACTION! 

Many of us have had good intentions about: 

•	
 Physical health 



•	
 Eating habits 
•	
 Spiritual growth 
•	
 Quitting bad habits 
•	
 Getting out of an unhealthy relationship 
•	
 Entering into more positive friendships 
•	
 Spending more time with loved ones 
•	
 Watching less TV 
•	
 Spending less time on social media 
•	
 Saving more money for the future 
•	
 Studying harder 
•	
 Sharing our faith more often 
•	
 Being more of a light at school 
•	
 Living a more Jesus-centered lifestyle !

Transition: The struggle between intentions and action is one that human beings have 
wrestled with since the beginning of time. Think of Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Eden. They had all the intentions of walking with God and having incredible 
relationships with Him, but their good intentions were not matched with their action. 
They disobeyed God’s ONLY command and thus the world became a broken place.  

However, God, in His infinite wisdom and love, knew that we would also wrestle with this 
tension. He loves and cares about us so much that He actually had a man named 
James in the first century record His thoughts on this matter. Let’s take a look at 
tonight’s text. 

GOD: James 2:14-26 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no 
deeds?(U) Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes 
and daily food.(V) 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well 
fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it?(W) 17 In the same 
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.(X) 
18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 

Show me your faith without deeds,(Y) and I will show you my faith(Z) by my deeds.
(AA) 19 You believe that there is one God.(AB) Good! Even the demons believe that(AC)—
and shudder. 
20 You foolish person, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless[d]?
(AD) 21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he 
offered his son Isaac on the altar?(AE) 22 You see that his faith and his actions were 
working together,(AF) and his faith was made complete by what he did.(AG) 23 And the 
scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
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righteousness,”[e](AH) and he was called God’s friend.(AI) 24 You see that a person is 
considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. 
25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what 
she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction?
(AJ) 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.(AK) 

Abraham had FAITH + ACTION. 
Rahab had FAITH + ACTION. 
Jesus had FAITH + ACTION. 

Abraham was a person of ACTION. 
Rahab was a person of ACTION. 
Jesus was a person of ACTION. 

Are you? 

Are you a person that has “faith”, but no deeds? 

Are you a person that has good intentions, but no action? 

Good intentions without action is like having faith without works. 

Our faith is proved by our works. Our intentions are proved by our action! 

Faith without deeds is DEAD. Intentions without ACTION is dead. 

MAIN POINT: ACTION is the difference between LIVING/DEAD and being DEAD. 

It’s one thing to have good intentions about LIVING/DEAD, and it’s an entirely different 
thing to have ACTION about LIVING/DEAD. 

Living/Dead is about taking ACTION in your faith so that others can know Jesus 
personally. 

It’s one thing to INTEND to LIVE/DEAD, it’s an entirely different thing to put LIVE/DEAD 
into ACTION every day. 

YOU: 
Does your faith have good intentions, but no action? 

Does your “faith” require actual faith in Jesus? 

Will you leave behind the emptiness of good intentions and allow your faith to take 
ACTION? 
 !
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June 5th, 2014 AP News Report:

A Michigan man was cutting wood near his home in Manistee County’s Bear Lake 
Township when an enormous branch rolled on him. The branch hit him in the shoulder 
and hit his elbow and knocked him off of his feet. He was pinned between the branch 
and the ground. He was with his four year old son, Quillan. He told his son,”I need your 
help. Daddy’s pinned.” The four year old replied,”I can’t dad. I can’t help you.” The 
dad said,”You’ve got to. You’re the only person I’ve got. You’re my only savior.” His son 
took ACTION and dragged the chainsaw to his dad. Then the dad cut himself free from 
the branch. He broke his ankle in this situation, but is alive and well because his son 
took ACTION! 

This man could have easily perished if his son wouldn’t have taken action! 

Thank God this four year old boy took ACTION! 

Who, in your life, could easily perish if you don’t take action? 

HOW do I put my LIVE/DEAD faith into ACTION? 

Sacrificial Giving Challenge 

When you give to Speed the Light you are putting your faith into action.  You are 
saying that you not only want to think like Jesus did, to believe like Jesus did but to act 
like Jesus did by giving of yourself so that people may draw close to God.  In 2 weeks 
we are going to give the largest offering Minnesota Students have ever given so 
people in North Africa can know Jesus Christ in a personal way.  What if you believed 
that everyone else would step up into action and give, but you didn’t.  Now what if 
everyone believed that.  What would happen.  There is a different between just having 
FAITH and putting into ACTION. 

What is one material thing that you feel you could not live without? Sell it and give the 
money to missions OR give the equivalent amount to missions! 

!



Sacrificial Living Challenge 

 ASK God for DAILY opportunities to BLESS others, BUILD relationships with others, 
DISCOVER their felt needs, PRAY for them, SHARE the hope of Jesus with them, and 
INVITE them into the family of God. 

3. ASK God for DAILY opportunities to BLESS others, BUILD relationships with others, 
DISCOVER their felt needs, PRAY for them, SHARE the hope of Jesus with them, 
and INVITE them into the family of God. 

4. BLESS the spiritually lost people in your life (i.e. ask to clear their lunch tray at the end 
of lunch, random acts of kindness, help someone struggling to carry their 

5.  BUILD relationships with the spiritually lost people in your life (i.e. go out of your 
way to meet new students at school, introduce yourself to those you don’t 
know and ask them open-ended questions about their lives, invite them over 
after school to hang out, go out to coffee, get to class early and connect with 
students who are waiting for class to start, intentionally do group projects with 
people you don’t already know). 

6.  DISCOVER their felt needs (i.e. be prayerfully alert to the things they talk about, 
you will discover a lot of felt needs in the midst of conversation so make sure to 
communicate openly with them, pray for God to reveal their greatest and most 
felt needs). 

4. PRAY for them every day. (i.e. write down their names in your Bible or journal 
and pray for them every day, when the opportunity presents itself ask if you 
could pray for them [if someone is having surgery or going through a hard time 
you could ask if you could pray for them on the spot – be respectful of their 
response], call down Heaven for them, stand in the gap in intercession for the 
spiritually lost people in your life). 

5. SHARE the HOPE you have found in Jesus through your own struggles and 
personal testimony with them. There is something so powerful hearing about 
how Jesus changed/transformed the life of someone you know personally. 

6. INVITE them to youth group/church to hear more about Jesus and to get 
connected to the family of God. 

 
WE 

What could happen if every one of us decided to leave behind the old way and put 
ACTION to our faith in Jesus? 

What could happen this week if every believer at your school had action-oriented 
faith? 

What could happen over this next school year if you put ACTION to your faith each 
day? 

What would your school look like by June? 

What would Africa look like? 

If everyone put ACTION to their faith in Jesus, our world would never be the same! 



SALVATION CALL 

(Opportunity for any unsaved students to enter into a personal relationship with 
Jesus! Also an opportunity for anyone to recommit their lives to the Lord.) 

Do you need to take ACTION tonight? 

Have you ever taken an ACTIVE step of faith to ask Jesus to forgive your sins, to 
become your Lord and Savior? 

This is the first step of ACTION. 

ALTAR CALL 

Specifically for those who will commit to putting ACTION into their faith! 

Have them raise their hand, then have them stand to their feet, and finally call 
them forward to the altar to commit to putting ACTION to their faith. 

Small Group Questions 

1. What are some of the “good intentions” in your life that currently lack 
ACTION? 

2. What was the last thing you did that really required FAITH in Jesus? 
3. Do you want to see God do UNPRECEDENTED things this year? 
4. Are you willing to do what it takes to put ACTION to your LIVE/DEAD 

faith? 
5. Who are three spiritually lost people in your life? (write down their names 

and pray for them TONIGHT!) !
Randoms 

It’s your ACTION not your INTENTION that determines your LIVE/DEAD 
DESTINATION. 

ACTION trumps intention every time. 

LIVEDEAD intentions mean nothing without LIVEDEAD ACTION. 

LIVEDEAD ACTION brings the LIVEDEAD lifestyle to life! 

ACTION must accompany your faith. 

ACTION must be a daily part of your relationship with God. 

Faith without works (action) is dead. 



!
Week 4| Live Dead: Lifestyle  

MAIN POINT: The only way we can truly Live Dead is through a walk with Jesus.  

ME:  Talk about a time when you found yourself wanting a different lifestyle. 

When I was in junior high I spent a week with my rich uncle.  They say that 
everyone has a rich uncle.  The summer that I went to visit him, I realized that I 
HAD one.... 

 -two huge doors  

 -granite, hickory floors, winding stair case 

 -cousins room, walk in closet, his own bathroom 

 -pool, sauna, workout room, basketball court, putting green 

 -candy dishes everywhere! 

WE:  We have all had a time in our life when we saw something that some one 
had or the way they lived and we’ve said, I want that.  We think to ourselves “if 
I could only I could live like that then....”  “if I only had that, or lived there 
then....” and we dream.  We dream about what that kind of lifestyle would look 
like or how much better our lives would be.   

Tension:  This series we have been talking about Living Dead.  Now, from the 
sounds of it, it would seem that is something that we should avoid at all costs.  I 
mean sacrifice, pain, suffering for the sake of Jesus.  You might be thinking, I 
have been trying so hard to avoid all of that.  But tonight as we look at it, there 
is nothing more joy filled, than living a Live Dead Life.  

GOD:  

John 12:23-28 

 “Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  I 
tell you the truth unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies it remains 
only a single seed.  But if it dies, it produces many seeds.  The man who loves his 
life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in the world will keep it for eternal 
life.  Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am my servant will also 
be.  My father will honor the one who serves me.   



 Now my heart is troubled and what shall I say?  Father save me from this hour? 
No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  Father glorify your name!” 

!
!
Live Dead Lifestyle:  What does it mean to die? 

vs 24. “unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies.” 

Does this mean that we actually physically die?  No.  It means that we give up all 
control of our lives over to God.  Our comfort.  Our security.  Our plans and our dreams.  
They all belong to Jesus.   

Romans 6:6 

“For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 
done away with, that we should no longer be slaved to sin - because anyone who has 
died has been freed from sin.” 

Now some of you might think that sounds too intense.  It sounds like you will never be 
happy, not being able to live for your own ambitions.  You might say, “I want to be able 
to create the kind of lifestyle that I want.  I want to make sure that I am happy.  My life 
is comfortable.  I am only here once on earth, I want to be able to enjoy it.” 

Yet, this is one of the greatest Biblical Paradoxes we find.  To truly live you must die. 

vs. 25 “... The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in the 
world will keep it for eternal life.” 

You must understand that scripture is chalk full of a description of a God that loves you 
and created you.  This God wants the very most of your life!  Psalms says “you have 
made known to me the path of life.” 

The biggest lie that is in our culture says that we will be happier, when we make our 
own decisions.   

Would not a God who loves you and knows everything in the universe have a better 
way.  Even if that way involved suffering?  Even if that way involved pain?  This does 
not mean that God is sadistic.  It means he has a way and a purpose to TRUE life that 
most of the world never finds.  

vs 24-25 “...it remains only a single seed.  But if it dies, it produces many seeds.” 



 1. A Live Dead Lifestyle is used significantly by God. 

!
Corn Example:  Find a seed of corn.  Have a bucket of soil and bury the seed.  
The bible says that unless the seed is buried, that is unless it dies, it remains only 
a single seed.  But if it is buried and dies it produces many seeds.  

What would you rather have, a single kernel of corn or $20?  Most everyone 
would take the $20.  However, what would happen if you invested this corn by 
planting it?   

After the first year you would have two ears of corn with 1600 seeds on it.  I 
would still take the $20 dollars. After 2 years you would have 2.5 million kernels 
of corn worth about $160.  Not bad.  After three years if you invested and 
planted all those kernels you would have about $256,000 worth of corn.   

This is how God wants to use us.  We are a seed that he wants to bury in Him.  To 
use for his purposes and will.  GOD WANTS TO USE YOU! 

Sacrificial Giving  

This is why we are challenging you to sacrificially give.  God wants to use you.  
Not only does he want to use you and what you have, but he is going to 
multiply it!  Does that mean that he is going to turn your $5 into $500?  No.  It 
means that when you give to Speed the Light there are people who are going 
to hear about Jesus.  They are going to turn and tell other people about Jesus.  
Those people are going to plant churches and turn and tell other people about 
Jesus.  What God has given you is SO SIGNIFICANT!  He is going to multiply HIS 
Kingdom through you.  But it begins with dying.   

 2.  A Life Dead Lifestyle brings God glory. 

vs 27-28 “Now my heart is troubled and what shall I say?  Father save me from 
this hour? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  Father glorify your 
name!” 

Jesus knew that suffering was before him.  Was he supposed to shy away from 
that?  Was he supposed to be scared?  Was he supposed to ask God why he 
was making it so hard on him? No!  It was through his suffering that he brought 
greater glory to God. 



What is glory?  It is recognition.  It is value.  It is acknowledgment.  Jesus knew 
that through living dead and through his sacrifice that he would be great 
recognition and value to God the Father by all the people of the earth.  What if 
God still wants to be known in the same way and He is just waiting to find men 
and woman to step up and say “it was for this very reason I came to this hour!” 

Romans 8:17 

“indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.” 

When we sacrificially give to God, it brings him GLORY.  It brings greater 
recognition to him by ALL people on the earth, especially Northern Africa! 

!
What if our lives were not meant to be comfortable?  What if they were meant 
to make God famous.  To make him known.  What would that take?  Would it 
take sacrifice?  Would it take pain? Would it require work?  Would it be worth it? 

WE: So you might be thinking, “I don’t think I have the strength to live this way, 
to Live Dead.”  Don’t worry, I don’t either.  In fact, this is the most difficult thing 
about being a Christian, is dying to my own desires and living only for God.  So 
how do we all do this? 

3. A Live Dead Lifestyle walks with Jesus. 

!
We are not able to live this way in our own strength.  It is only Jesus who can 
help us Live Dead.  It is only in Christ that we are able to live this kind of life. 

vs 26 “Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am my servant will also 
be.” 

It is only with spending time with Jesus that we are able to Live Dead.   

Spending time with Jesus is very simple.  It is opening up his Word and reading it.  
It is taking time to worship God when you in your room by yourself.  Spending 
time with Jesus is coming to church and have moments where you cry out to 
him.  

Abiding or walking with Jesus is what the Live Dead lifestyle is all about.  It is 
understanding Christ’s love and living it out.  



US:  Tonight we have an opportunity to live our a Live Dead Lifestyle.  What if 
we all did that? 

Sacrificial Giving Challenge:  Next week we have an opportunity to show what 
Living Dead is all about for our 3-2-1 offering.  I ask that you would dig deep 
and ask God what he is asking you to sacrifice so that more people can hear 
about Jesus.   

Sacrificial Living Challenge: The only way that we can truly Live Dead is to 
understand the heart of Jesus.  The challenge this week is to spend 20 minutes 
each week with Jesus in prayer, reading or worship. 

Closing Prayer 

Small Group Questions:  

1. Was there ever a time in your life when you wanted a bigger or better lifestyle?  
(You dreamed of living in an amazing house or having an amazing car?) 

2. Why do you think most people find a Live Dead lifestyle difficult? 

3. From the message tonight, what is a benefit of choosing to Live Dead? 

4. What does it mean to walk with Jesus?  Is this something that you would want 
to do?  If so, what does that look like? 


